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What do the UK LSs 
comprise of ? 

 The ONS Longitudinal Study covers England and Wales:  
approximately 1% sample:  1971 onwards 

!        http://www.ucl.ac.uk/celsius 
The Scottish Longitudinal Study covers Scotland:  5.3% sample:  

1991 onwards 
!        http://www.lscs.ac.uk/sls 
The Northern Ireland Longitudinal Study covers Northern 

Ireland:  28% sample:  2001 onwards (1991 due Autumn 2014) 
!        

http://www.qub.ac.uk/research-centres/
NILSResearchSupportUnit/ 

  also the Northern Ireland Mortality Study:  100% sample, 
links deaths since 2001 to Census data 1991-2011 



Cross organisation 
collaboration  

!   The UK LSs are an excellent example of 
collaboration between national statistical offices and 
ESRC and academia 

!   ESRC has taken very important initiatives in funding 
the development, with the official statistics agencies, 
of the UK Longitudinal Studies which are one of the 
gold standard data sets that enable researchers to 
link prior statuses and transitions to subsequent 
events 

!   Grateful to the commitment of statistical offices to 
continue updating and developing LSs in partnership 
with ESRC and the user support facilities 



Data included 
 

!   Census data from 1971 (EW), 1991 (Scot. and NI) 
onward 

!   Census data for the whole household, not just 
sample member 

!   Vital registration data (“events”), including:   

!   Birth of sample member 

!   Birth of children to sample member  
!   Widow(er)hood of sample member 

!   Cancer and death registration  
!   Scotland and N.I. have additional components 



Sampling 
 

!   Initial sample drawn from 1971 Census (EW), 
1991 Census (Scot.), Health Card registration 
system (NI) 

!   Selected by birthday, irrespective of year of birth  
!   Number of birthdays: 4 (EW), 20 (Scot.), 104 (NI) 

!   Maintained through addition of immigrations 
and new births with one of the sampling 
birthdays 

!   Losses to sample through deaths and out-
migrations (though all records are retained in 
the database) 



2011 UK LS data linkage 

!  Links each of the three UK LSs (Northern 
Ireland, Scotland and England & Wales) 
to 2011 Census data 

 

 



NILS 2011 linkage 

!  NILS sample based on Health 
Registration whilst SLS and ONS LS 
samples based on Census 

!  High linkage rates, 95%+ 

!  2011 rates consistent with 2001 rates 

!  Forward and Backward rates consistent 
with ONS LS and SLS 









New questions in the 2011 
Censuses 

 



Status of visitors 

E/W 
Scot. 

NI 



Housing adaptations 

 
 

NI 



Type of central heating 

E/W 
Scot. 

NI 



Second address 

E/W 
 



Date of Arrival and intention to stay 

E/W 
Scot. 

 

E/W 
 
 



Date of Arrival and intention to stay: NI 



Main language 

E/W 
 

NI 



Main language (Scotland) 

 
Scot. 

 



Ethnic identity and passport(s) held 

E/W 
Scot. 

NI 

E/W 
 

NI 



Disability 

Scot. N.I. 



Cross UK Census 
collaboration 

All three user support units and statistical offices are 
working together with ESRC to make UK research 
possible 

Three examples of this 
!   Calls-Hub – one stop shop for an introduction to 

the three LSs 
! Edata shield -a technical resource for modelling with 

comparable data from all three LSs 

!   SYLLS - techniques to produce synthetic data akin to 
the real data preserving the relationships between 
variables and transitions of individuals over time 






