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The 2011 Census: Why 
should anyone care anyway? 

!   New questions 

!   Plus…..most of the old ones 

!   And people want to know about the results… 

!   The value of the Census data are increased by 
their use within the Longitudinal Studies of the 
UK 

!   The talk looks more at why there is a potential 
for influence, how this might be achieved, and 
also considers who might be influenced 



The 2011 Census and LSs: 
Why potential for influence 

!  These studies have temporal depth 

!  Large sample sizes – less vulnerable to 
attrition 

!  Supported by dedicated teams 

!  Funded by the ESRC 

!  Backed by the UK Statistical Agencies 





The 2011 Census and LSs: 
Why there is a potential for 

influence 
!   The 2011 data also have potential for 

influence because their linkage to the LSs 
will be taking place in the context of a truly 
UK-wide resource 

!   It is taking place in the context of increased 
administrative linkage across the UK within 
ESRC investments 

!   And… the experience of the LSs has provided 
some of the experience and knowledge to 
underpin investments like the ADRCs 



The 2011 Census and LSs: 
How there is a potential for 

influence 
!   How the LSs will exert influence is to some 

extent determined by the ‘why’ 
!   But the ‘How’ is also far more than this – 

data will not influence others simply by 
being there 

!   The ‘How’ and the ‘Who’ will be shaped by 
the strategies to engage users and 
customers for the research; by the plans of 
the LS support units to disseminate research 
findings  



The 2011 Census and LSs: 
How there is a potential for 

influence 
!  Collective plans via CALLS Hub to 

maintain and extend the user base 

!  Collectively, the LS Support Units are 
currently also engaging with the UK 
policy community and developing data 
resources 

!  Within the specific national remit of each 
LS support, there are also plans to 
promote outreach and influence 





The 2011 Census and LSs: 
How there is a potential for 

influence 

!  Plans in England & Wales 

!  Plans in Scotland 

!  Plans in Northern Ireland 

!  But… future challenges 

!  Achieving full UK-wide analyses 

!  Coping with changing environment for 
the provision of official statistics in the UK 



Conclusion 

!  The LSs (together with their links to 2011 
Census) have a continued potential for 
influence into the future because 

!  They have temporal depth (can cover long 
stretches of life courses) 

!  Have large sample sizes 

!  Allow comparisons within the UK 

!  They are resources where data are permanently 
linked 



Conclusion 

!  Continued potential for influence into the 
future because 

!  Fuller links with administrative data will add 
more value to the linkages that already exist 

!  Or 2021 Census data? 

!  Care will be needed in developing (and 
protecting) these valuable resources for the 
future 

@NILSRSU  www.nils-rsu.census.ac.uk 
 


