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Results	
  
•  Risk	
   of	
   dissolu=on	
   for	
   non-­‐mixed	
   marriages	
   was	
  

lowest	
  within	
   the	
  most	
  conserva=ve	
   religious	
  groups	
  
(Other	
   Chris=ans)	
   and	
   highest	
   for	
   people	
   with	
   no	
  
affilia=on.	
  

•  Mixed	
   marriages	
   had	
   a	
   slightly	
   higher	
   risk	
   of	
  
dissolu=on	
  than	
  non-­‐mixed	
  marriages	
  but	
  Protestant-­‐
Catholic	
  marriages	
  were	
  at	
  no	
  greater	
  risk	
  than	
  other	
  
types	
  of	
  mixed	
  marriage.	
  

•  However,	
   Protestant-­‐Catholic	
   marriages	
   were	
   rare	
  
and	
   such	
   couples	
   were	
   more	
   likely	
   to	
   cohabit	
   than	
  
other	
  types	
  of	
  mixed	
  couple.	
  

•  Mixed	
  rela=onships	
  (both	
  marriage	
  and	
  cohabita=on)	
  
were	
  more	
  common	
  among	
  the	
  young.	
  

Methods	
  
We	
   iden=fied	
   115,465	
   married	
   couples	
   in	
  
the	
   2001	
  Census	
   and	
   es=mated	
   the	
   risk	
   of	
  
marital	
   dissolu=on	
   in	
   the	
   subsequent	
  
decade	
  (living	
  apart	
  or	
  no	
  longer	
  married	
  at	
  
the	
   2011	
   Census).	
   Mul=level	
   models	
   were	
  
adjusted	
   for	
   age,	
   educa=on,	
   economic	
  
ac=vity,	
   housing	
   tenure,	
   country	
   of	
   birth,	
  
history	
   of	
   previous	
   marriages,	
   presence	
   of	
  
dependent	
  children,	
  housing	
  tenure,	
  urban/
rural	
  residence.	
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Background	
  
Risks	
   of	
   marital	
   dissolu=on	
   are	
   o^en	
   elevated	
   when	
   partners	
   are	
   dissimilar	
   (e.g.	
   by	
   age,	
   ethnicity,	
  
socioeconomic	
  posi=on).	
  Northern	
  Ireland	
  has	
  a	
  history	
  of	
  conflict	
  and	
  residen=al	
  segrega=on	
  along	
  religio-­‐
cultural	
   lines.	
  We	
  expected	
  marriages	
  mixed	
  by	
   religion	
   to	
   be	
   at	
   increased	
   risk	
   of	
   dissolu=on	
   rela=ve	
   to	
  
non-­‐mixed	
  marriages	
  with	
  the	
  largest	
  increases	
  for	
  those	
  crossing	
  Protestant-­‐Catholic	
  boundaries.	
  

Conclusion	
  
Social	
   barriers	
   to	
   interdenomina=onal	
   rela=onships	
  
remain	
   in	
   Northern	
   Ireland,	
   par=cularly	
   along	
  
Protestant-­‐Catholic	
   lines	
   but	
   there	
   are	
   signs	
   that	
  
cross-­‐community	
   rela=onships	
   may	
   become	
   more	
  
common	
  in	
  future.	
  

Mixed	
  marriages	
  above	
  dashed	
  lines.	
  
Protestant-­‐Catholic	
  marriages	
  marked	
  in	
  black.	
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