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Background
Risks of marital dissolution are often elevated when partners are dissimilar (e.g. by age, ethnicity,
socioeconomic position). Northern Ireland has a history of conflict and residential segregation along religio-
cultural lines. We expected marriages mixed by religion to be at increased risk of dissolution relative to
non-mixed marriages with the largest increases for those crossing Protestant-Catholic boundaries.
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remain in Northern Ireland, particularly along
Protestant-Catholic lines but there are signs that
cross-community relationships may become more
common in future.
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Mixed marriages above dashed lines.
Protestant-Catholic marriages marked in black.
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Methods
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