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  Additional constraints:

  NILS approval subject to 
  Legal gateway to share pseudo-anonymised data
  Ethical approval for specific project
  Privacy Advisory Committee consent

  One-way encryption (cannot go back)
  Project by project basis



  Dental Health (QUB Dental School)

Socio-economic variations in general dental 
care among adolescents:

=> low social class less orthodontic care

=> high social class less fillings and extractions

BBC Newsline lead story 5 December 2011



  Breast Screening (QUB Medical School)

Variation in breast screening across NI:

  low uptake of breast screening in Belfast
  care-giving impact, other factors?

Screening services review of invitation process



“Beyond 2011”
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101010 NI WRS Registrations by local authority of employment per 1,000 
resident population (April 2006 – March 2007)



111111

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://i.telegraph.co.uk/multimedia/archive/01387/francis-maude-460_1387021c.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/conservative/5180320/Tory-MP-Francis-Maude-in-row-over-second-home-allowance.html&usg=__rP-K3H-DXTUUD_R5-hNKN_FokjU=&h=288&w=460&sz=14&hl=en&start=1&sig2=6xqjcHB0gfOZedlWI5pfzw&zoom=1&tbnid=velu9y63x1U7_M:&tbnh=80&tbnw=128&ei=VM22TtPOL8-2hAeQ7byTBA&prev=/search%3Fq%3DFrances%2BMaude%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26sa%3DN%26tbm%3Disch&um=1&itbs=1


Linked Administrative Option

- increased use of admin data inevitable

- not cheap, test accuracy, understand issues

- data standards, recording, linkage, archiving

- privacy issues?

- underpinned by an address register

http://www.flags.net/ITAL.htm
http://www.flags.net/SWIT.htm
http://www.flags.net/GERM.htm
http://www.flags.net/ISRA.htm
http://www.flags.net/NETH.htm


  Hypothetical “Administrative Data Based 
System”

  Demographic Details (Age, Sex, Household, 
Location)

  Activity Indicator(s)

No direct personal details 
(held separately)



Individuals accessing Family Practitioner Services in 2008-09
All       Medical Pharmacy Dental Ophthalmic FPS

This
Had an

column
    242,594 I

represents N
T

the E
  1,239,698 R

population A
    848,766 C

of T
I

NI –     295,757 O
N

1.86m
 1,560,475 

1st Apr 09 No 
recorded 
    296,958 



“Other Census based Options”

- 5 year rolling Census 

- one page Census & 
household survey 

- mixed Census (long and short)

http://www.flags.net/FRAN.htm
http://www.flags.net/UNST.htm
http://www.flags.net/CANA.htm


Does NOT mean 2011 is the last Census 

NISRA are likely to integrate data sources – in a 
more radical change than before

Public “UK” Beyond 2011 consultation ongoing



“The Future”
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The future for NILS type research? The future for NILS type research? 
(initial thinking)(initial thinking)

Research on fully anonymised linked data (in a safe setting)

e.g. Social Welfare and School Attendance?

+++

Beyond 2011 dataset

Personal data

Pseudo-anonymised dataLinkage & anonymisation processes
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