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Background 

 CALLS Hub funded by ESRC for an initial 
5 year period: 2012-2017 

 Collaboration between Univ of St 
Andrews and UCL 

 Aim is to  

 Support 

 Promote & 

Harmonise the work of the RSUs 



The CALLS Hub team 

 Co-Directors: 

 Prof Allan Findlay (St Andrews) 

Dr Oliver Duke-Williams (UCL) 

 Project Manager: 

Dr Fiona Cox (St Andrews) 

 Research Support Officer: 

 Keith Maynard (St Andrews) 



ONS Longitudinal Study Scottish Longitudinal Study 
Northern Ireland Longitudinal 

Study 

Study sample 1% of the population of  
England & Wales 

5% of the population of Scotland 
28% of the population of  

Northern Ireland 

Records from 2011 
Census 

580,000 ~270,000 ~500,000 

Censuses in the study 1971, 1981, 1991, 2001, 2011 1991, 2001, 2011 1991, 2001, 2011 

Academic user support 
 
 

Event data available Civil registration system 
•  Births of sample members  
•  Births to sample mothers 
•  Stillbirths / Infant deaths  
•  Deaths of sample members 
•  Widow(er)hoods 

NHS Central Register 

•  Immigration 
•  Emigration 
•  Minor events 

Cancer registries 
•  Cancer data 

Civil registration system 
•  Births of sample members 
•  Births to sample mothers 
•  Births to sample fathers 
•  Stillbirths / Infant deaths 
•  Marriages 
•  Deaths of sample members 
•  Widow(er)hoods 

NHS Central Register 
•  Immigration 
•  Emigration 

Scottish Govt. Education Directorate 
•  School level education data 

including attendance, exclusions, 
attainment and qualifications 

Other data available, subject to 
approval 

•  Hospital episodes 
•  Maternity data 
•  Cancer data 

Civil registration system 
•  Births of sample members 
•  Births to sample mothers 
•  Births to sample fathers 
•  Infant mortality 
•  Deaths of sample members 

Health card registration system 
•  Immigration 
•  Emigration 
•  Internal migration 

Land & Property Services 
•  Housing data 

Health & Social Care 
•  Health data linked in one-off 

distinct linkage projects (e.g. 
breast screening, dental 
treatments) subject to approval 



What does CALLS do? 

 Helpdesk facility for all 3 LSs: phone, 
email and web 

 Promotion for LS activities, impacts and 
developments via Twitter and website 

 Science & Policy Network (SPiNe) 

  Facilitation of eDatashield analyses 

  Information Resources 



Science & Policy Network 
(SPiNe) 

  Working with senior representatives in 
policy, think tanks and third sector 

  New working model for direct engagement 
with policy and practice 

  Direct and traceable societal impact 

  28 members at present, including senior 
figures from all UK regional governments, 
think tanks and the voluntary sector 



eDatashield - 
Using more than one LS 

 Until now analysis combining or 
comparing more than one LS was time-
consuming, indirect, limited 

 Due to restrictions on data movement 

between UK regions  

 Prof Gillian Raab, SLS-DSU, has 
developed a methodology to overcome 
these barriers 



eDatashield 

 Email Data Aggregation Through 
Anonymous Summary-statistics from 
Harmonised Individual Level Databases 

 Allows GLM analyses to be conducted on 

more than one LS as though they are part 
of the same dataset 

 Comparison between UK regions  

 Creating UK-wide populations 



eDatashield 

  Technique involves the exchange of non-
disclosive summary statistics from each LS 
with a central Analysis Computer (CALLS) 

  The component summaries are combined 
by the Analysis Computer and the results 
then returned to each RSU so that the next 
iteration may be performed 

  In this way we can run complete models 
within a short space of time 
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CALLS Hub website 
- coming soon 

 Research Briefs 

 Plain Language Summaries 

  Impact Case Studies 

 Synthetic data 

 Enhanced Data Dictionary 



Screenshot	
  of	
  data	
  dic3onary	
  



Data-dictionary 

 wideopenspace now developing 
enchanced features for this 

 Will soon have full variable metadata for 
all 3 LSs in a single searchable interface 

 Similarity scores to assist in setting up 
multiple-LS research 

 Ability to save and download lists of 
variables 



Data-dictionary 

  Future developments to the data 
dictionary: 

 Basic frequencies for variable categories 

 Notes/advice from RSU staff 

 Syntax to assist with harmonising 
variables for cross-LS analyses 



for more information please visit: 

calls.ac.uk 

and follow us on Twitter: 

@CALLS_Hub 

 


