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• the 2001 Census in Scotland 
asked only whether people 
could understand, speak, 
read or write Scottish Gaelic 

• Strong user need for Q on 
ability in spoken English 

• New Q on other languages 
has many uses 



232,998 89.5% 4,555,104 89.0% 1.01 

24,012 9.2% 489,579 9.6% 0.96 

2,799 1.1% 62,128 1.2% 0.89 

505 0.2% 11,412 0.2% 0.87 

260,314 100.0% 5,118,223 100.0% 1.00 





 



• Long-term health 
conditions – new 
question 

• Avoids the word 
‘disability’  

• Great analytical 
potential 


















